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Fig. 1. Map of the San Pedro Community locating all archaeological sites that are known  
by an “LA” number that are recorded in the ARMS files (see text and Fig. 2).  
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Overview    

There is no record of any systematic overall survey or in-depth study of cultural resources 

ever having been done on either side of State Road 344 in southern Santa Fe County. Included in 

this area are the San Pedro Mountains, South Mountain, and the San Pedro Neighborhood 

Contemporary Community which incorporates within it all privately-owned land within the SR 

344 corridor between those mountains from the bottom of “Heartbreak Hill” at the west end to 

beyond mile marker 13 on the east.   

Several project-specific cultural resource surveys of limited scope are on record and these 

seem to be the only ones ever done in the area. All were by professional Cultural Resource 

Management (CRM) organizations and were performed either to meet federal mandates or, in at 



least two instances, to satisfy private landowner interests. Descriptive reports on all but one of 

those projects are on file with the Archaeological Records Management Section (ARMS) of the 

New Mexico Historic Preservation Division (HPD). Individual sites that were located by those 

projects are identified with Laboratory of Anthropology (LA) numbers assigned to them by 

ARMS (Figs. 1, 2). ARMS also has on file brief descriptions of several isolated sites that have 

been reported since the 1930s by independent investigators. These are discussed below as 

LA232, LA55687, LA14273 and LA14274. 

 

Fig. 2. Sites shown in Fig. 1 identified (sequentially) by LA number. LEGEND: 
“STRAL”=features present; “NONSTR” =artifact scatter; “SHPO-DOE” 
=significance? 
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All reported formal surveys were located toward the western end of the transportation 

corridor of SR 344, especially in and near the ruins of the abandoned 19th and early 20th century 

mining town of San Pedro (see Fig. 1). Individual sites reported by those surveys are all 19th or 

20th century mining features or associated house remains that are mostly within the community 

of San Pedro. Collectively they are identified by the Laboratory of Anthropology numbers: LA 

131462 – LA131793 inclusive. All told, they include 18 dwellings (17 identified as “Anglo” and 

the other as “Hispanic”) and several different mining features and they all date roughly between 

the years 1846 and 1945.  

Other historic era sites on file at ARMS include the entire towns of Golden (LA 8858), 

dating from 1879 to the present and San Pedro, on both sides of SR 344 (LA 16305) as well as 

the remains of two isolated houses (LA 14273 and 14274) that are north of SR 344 at an 

elevation of about 7,000 feet on the south side of San Pedro Mountain. At least nine other 

archaeological sites recorded on South Mountain or in the San Pedro’s pre-date the 19th century. 

And, as discussed below, artifacts from many other sites ranging in age from the proto-historic to 

the PaleoIndian era are reported by local residents. Thus we have evidence of at least 10,000 

years of more-or-less continuous human use of the area. 

For the most part the unreported sites escaped the attention of CRM organizations 

because they were outside the scope of authorized projects. The summary below includes data 

from both reported and unreported sites, the latter collected by individual residents living on 

either side of SR 344. 

 
 



 
Fig. 3: Rio Grande Glaze Polychrome sherds. All date from the late Pueblo IV period 
(17th century) and all resemble wares made in the nearby Galisteo Basin. Similar pottery 
is commonly found on both South Mountain and in the San Pedro’s at elevations between 
about 6500 and 7200 feet. (Privately collected). 
 
 
 

Summary Description of Cultural Resources in the San Pedro Community Area  

The first archaeological site to be recorded in the area is LA 232, located in the mid-

1930s south of the town of Golden but never definitively relocated since. It was initially thought 

to be the 16th century pueblo of El Tuerto, first mentioned in 1598 by the Oñate expedition, but 

its precise location was not recorded, either in 1598 or in the 1930s. ARMS records suggest that 

it might be the small 16th century Pueblo village whose remains are known to be near the western 

edge of the San Pedro’s about a mile south of Golden.  

No archaeological surveys are on record along the SR 344 corridor that pre-date the 

paving of that road. Two systematic, professionally conducted surveys that are on record for the 

area were done in the 1970s, and a third was conducted in the year 2000. The earliest, by the 

CRM firm of Casa, Inc. was confined by contract to a narrow corridor that ran parallel to SR 344 

and it recorded no archaeological sites. The second, in 1978, by BLM District Archaeologist 
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Randy Morrison, was confined to the land occupied by Fred Black on 19.05 acres at LA 16305 

(San Pedro). That survey was to provide data for a color-of-title application by Black and it 

noted several house remains and mining features. None were given separate LA numbers.  

The 2000 survey, by Lone Mountain Archaeological Services, Inc., was also localized at 

the west end of the SR 344 corridor but included many more details about house remains and 

mining features at the site of San Pedro. Eight separate LA numbers (131462 – 131467, 139790 

and 139793) were assigned to several 19th and 20th century house remains, adits, mine shafts and 

other mining features dating between about 1846 and 1910. All but one residence (LA 131464 

called “Hispanic”) was identified as “Anglo”. The survey covered both sides of the SR 344 right-

of-way and included that part of “Heartbreak Hill” that was widened during 2006. No earlier 

sites were reported within the survey area. 

 

Fig. 4. One of several large stone kilns in the vicinity of the ruins of San Pedro.(late 19th - 
early 20th century). Similar kilns were used to manufacture charcoal used to smelt 
mineral ores.   
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The only systematic investigation of ancient sites in the San Pedro area that is on record 

took place on about 30-40 acres of Section 34 south of SR 344. It was conducted by the CRM 

firm of Mariah Associates, Inc. in about 1995 for a private landowner and it identified 18 

separate non-structural sites, mostly concentrations of chipped stone and other lithics but also 

including a few mining prospector test pits. All were recorded under six different LA numbers 

(108475-108480) and, except for the prospector test pits that are all relatively recent, the sites 

range in date from Archaic times (ca.7,000 years ago) to the 17th century (Figs. 1, 2). 

Only one Paleo-Indian site has been recorded in the San Pedro area, LA 55687, located 

(during the 1980s?) at an elevation of about 7700 feet on the northeastern slopes of the San 

Pedro’s. Almost no information beyond general location was recorded. However, artifacts from 

other Paleo-Indian sites have been collected by local residents at similar elevations on South 

Mountain (see Figs. 5, 6).  

 

Fig. 5. A fragmentary PaleoIndian spear point or knife (ca. 11,000 BCE) is at the upper 
right. The spear point on the lower right may also be PaleoIndian and the other tools are 
Middle Archaic (ca. 5,000 BCE). (South Mountain, private collection). 
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Fig. 6. Two Basketmaker II (San Pedro type) spear points (ca. 200 – 400 CE). (Private 
collections, San Pedro Mountains below Oro Quey Peak).  
 

Six other LA numbers (142711-142716) were reserved by ARMS on lands of the old San 

Pedro mine during the late 1990s when the mine was in process of closing down. At this writing 

the only information available about them are the descriptives: “historic” “artifact scatters” or 

“features present” (see Fig. 2). 

 A limited census of cultural materials that were photographed and/or collected by local 

residents, interviews with local residents, and casual observations made by the author in the 

southeastern San Pedro Mountains all support the impression that the Mariah site survey results 

are likely to be replicated in terms of site density, temporal depth and artifact distribution on 

almost any other 30- to 40-acre portion of the area under discussion (Figs. 8, 10).  

Stone artifact types are not specifically noted in the Mariah survey but those found 

elsewhere in both the South Mountain and San Pedro Mountain areas include PaleoIndian 

chipped stone tools (Fig. 5), a broad range of Archaic era chipped and ground stone tools such as 

spear points, hide-scrapers, one-hand manos and basin metates (Figs. 5, 8, 11). Puebloan chipped 

stone tools are commonplace in all areas and range in age from Basketmaker II times to well 

after the beginning of the historic era. These not only include projectile points, knives, hide-
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scrapers and awls but also one possible gun flint (Fig. 9). Ground stone tools including stone 

axes have also been reported by local residents (Fig. 7). 

 

Fig. 7: Ground stone ax. Probably late Pueblo IV,  ca. 16th - 17th centuries. (San Pedro 
Mountains,left in situ). 
 

 

Fig. 8. Miscellaneous stone tools. Above: Archaic spear points, below: Pueblo II, III, and 
IV arrow heads (ca. 800 – 1700) and a hide scraper. (South Mountain, private 
collection). 
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Fig. 9. Incipient bi-face or native-made gun flint. (San Pedro Mt. below Oro Quey, 
private collection) 
 
A comprehensive range of regionally manufactured pottery that dates from Pueblo II 

times through the 19th century has also been noted (see Figs. 3, 10). Most of it is Puebloan, but 

sherds of non-Puebloan ceramics that are tentatively identified as Hispanic or Athapaskan have 

also been collected locally. 19th and early 20th century Euro-American factory-made ceramics are 

also well-represented especially in and near the remains of San Pedro. 

 

Fig. 10. Pueblo pottery sherds ranging in age from Pueblo II times (top row, center) 
through the 19th century (far right, bottom row). (South Mountain, private collection.) 
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Fig. 11. Ground stone one-hand manos, Archaic, (South Mountain, private collection). 
 

Except as noted above, structural remains that pre-date contemporary occupation are 

hardly visible anywhere. Still, such features as axe-cut tree stumps and fence posts (Figs. 12, 13) 

and barbed-wire fences provide evidence of long-abandoned – and possibly datable - ranching 

activities as well as recent hunting and food gathering use of the region. Of similar age or greater 

antiquity are stone alignments that suggest Pueblo-like ramadas or similar Hispanic or Anglo 

temporary shelters as well as problematic non-Puebloan tipi rings. 

There is abundant evidence, however, of post-17th century use of what is now the San 

Pedro community as a hunting and gathering resource area by all nearby peoples. What had 

earlier been an important regional source for animal protein became, during the-20th century, a 

recreational hunting area. Fire pits abound as do 19th and 20th century metal and glass food 

containers. Along with such food animals as deer, birds, rabbits, squirrels - and possibly elk, a 

broad range of predators still thrive in the area. 
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Fig. 12. Cache of axe-cut juniper fence posts, age uncertain. Oro Quey area. 

  

Fig. 13. Axe-cut juniper tree stump of uncertain age. Oro Quey 
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The highlands on either side of SR 344 are rich in piñon nuts, acorns and many other 

kinds of wild food and medicinal plants. And, until the last decades of the 20th century, those 

were also major resource areas for firewood and construction timber harvested by Pueblo and 

Hispanic people who came from as far away as Santo Domingo Pueblo for those resources. In 

the process, they left few visible and obvious evidences of their activities on the landscape. 

Hand-axe-cut juniper stumps and occasional rusting metal food cans that are everywhere seem to 
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be the only remaining evidence of what had once been a major regional activity. It is currently 

impossible to distinguish stumps cut by itinerant Pueblo or Hispanic people during the 19th and 

early 20th centuries from ranching artifacts (Fig. 13). Except for ancient, rusting-out barbed-wire 

fences and occasional caches of ax-cut fence posts (Fig. 12) ranching also left few visible marks 

of the people who once worked on that land. 

 In sum, the area under discussion has a rich and largely unexplored archaeological and 

social history, much of which is only subtly visible. It is, today, primarily a residential area that 

is in transition from its 19th and early 20th century use as a mining and ranching resource. The 

deeper archaeological record is only dimly understood even though the long history of human 

use of the San Pedro and South Mountains for hunting, food and medicine collecting and 

processing, and the harvesting of many other resources is evident everywhere on that land.  

In that respect, the San Pedro’s are typical of many burgeoning late 20th – early 21st 

century communities of what is sometimes referred to today as the “New West”. Details of its 

early history are hazy - but only because systematic investigations that would clarify how any of 

the different peoples who once used various local resources conducted themselves have simply 

not been done. No campsites, shelters or other such evidences are known to have been excavated 

or otherwise studied. For that reason only, we know nothing about how long any group of people 

may have stayed in the area, how large such groups may have been, who they were, who they 

affiliated with, whether or when family groups came to exploit the area, how they protected 

themselves against the elements or any other detail. Clearly the social and archaeological history 

of the San Pedro Mountain area should be examined sooner rather than later and certainly before 

decisions are made about further exploitation of the area.       

                                                                                                                     


